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PHILADELPHIA,

POLITICAL.

REPUBLICAN PLATFORM,
Adopted at Chicago, DNMay, 1560.

R e,
Resolved. That we, the delegated representatives
-of the Republican Electors of the United States,
in Convention assembled, in discharge of the
duty weowe to our constituents and our country,
unite in the following declarations :(—

Iirst, That the history of the nation during
the last forty years has fully established the pro-
priety and necessity of the organization and per-
petuation of the Republican pariy, and that the
causes which ealled it into existence are perma-
nont in their nature, and now more then ¢ver be-
fore demand its peaceful and constitutional
triamph.

dent truths, that all men are endowed by the |

Creator with certain inalienable rights, among
which are those of life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness; that governments ave intended among
men to sccure the enjoyments of these rights.
That ¢he maintenance of the principles promul-

gated in the Declaration of Independence, and |
embodied in the Federal Constitution, is essential |

to the preservation of our Republican institutions,
and that the Federal Constitution, the rights of
the States, and the Union of the States, must and
shall be prescrved.

Third, That to the Union of the States this na-
tion owes its unprecedented increéase in }Impnl:!.tiﬂu -
its surprising development of material resources;
its rapid augmentation of wealth; its happiness
at home and its honor abroad; and we hold in
abhorrence all schemes for disunion, come from
whatever source they may; and we congratulate
the country that no Republican member of Con-
gress has uttered or countenanced a threat of dis-
union, o often made by Democratic members of
Congress without rebuke and with applause from
their political associates; and we denounce those
threats of disunion, in case of a popular overthrow
of their ascendency, a8 denying the vital princi-
ples of a free Government, and as an avowal of
contemplated treason, which it is the imperative
duty of an indignant people strongly to rebuke
and forever silence.

Fourth. That the maintenance inviolate of the
rights of the States, and especially the rights of
gach State, to order and control its own domestic in-
stitutions according to its own judgment exclusive-

ABRAHAM LINCOLN.

E Apranam LaxcoLx, the Republican can-

didate, is a native of Harden county, Ken-
tucky. He was born February 12, 1809,
His parents were born in Virginia, and were
of very moderate ecircumstanees. He re-
moved from Kentucky to Spencer county, in
Indiana, in 1816. Mr. LixcoLy received a
limited education. In 1830 he removed to
Illinois, and passed the first year in Macon
county, engaged in agricultural pursmts. He
next went to New Salem, where he remained

ly, is essential to that balance of power on which
perfection and endurance of our political faith |
depends, and we denonnce the lawless invasion |
by armed force of any State or Territory, no |
matter uuder what pretext, as among the gravest |
of crimes.
Fifth. That the present Democratic Adminis-
tration has far exceeded our worst apprehensions
in its measurcless subserviency to the exactions of |
a sectional interest, as is especially evident in its
desperate exertions to force the infamous Le-
compton Constitution upon the protesting people
of Kansas—in construing the personal relation |
between master and servant to involve an  unqua-
lified property in persons—in its attempted en-
forcement everyvwhere, on land and sea, through
the intervention of Congress and the Federal
Courts, of the extreme pretensions of a purely |
local intercst, and in its general and unvarying
abuse of the power entrusted to it by a confiding

;H:gplm

txth. That the people justly view with alarm
the reckless extravagance which pervades every
department of the Federal Government; that a re-
turn to rigid cconomy and sccountability is indis- |
pensable to arrest the system of plunder of the
public treasury by favored partisans; while the
recont startling developments of fraud and corrup- |
tion at the Federal metropolis, show that an en- 1
tire change of administration is imperatively de- |

_Seventh. That the new dogma that the Constitu-
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all the Territorics of the United States, is a
dangerous political heresy, at varance with the
axpﬁr;it provisions of that instrument itself, with
contomporaneous exposition, and with legislative |
and judicial precedent, is revolutionary in its ten-
dency and subversive of the peace and harmony
of the country. o

Eighth. That the normal condition of all the
territory of the United States is that ol Freedom;
that as our republican ) |
lished slavery in all our national territory, or-
dained that no person should be deprived of life,
liberty er property, without duc process ol law, it
becomes our duty, by legislation, whenever such
legislation is necessary, to maintain this provision |
of the Constitution against all attempts to violate
it: and we deny the authority of Congress, of a

—

Territorial Legislature, or of any individnals, to |

give legal existence to slavery in any Territory of
the United States. g
INVinth. That we brand the recent re-opening of
the African slave trade, under the cever of our na-
tional flaz, aided by perversions of judicial power,
as a crime against humanity, a burning shame to

fathers, when they had abo- |

1 of Illinois, and advoeating Craxy's eleetion

| nessee, and was elected. |
tions he continued a member of the House of

our country and , and we call upon Congress
to take prompt and efficient measures for the to-
tal and final sxppression of that execrable traflic,

Tenth. That in the recent vetoes by their Fede-
ral Governors of the acts of the Legislatures of
Kansas and Nebraska, prohibiting slavery in those
Territories, we find a practical illustration of the
boasted Democratie principle of non-intervention
and Popular Sovercignty, embodied in the Kansas
and Nebraska bill, and a denunciation of the de-
ception and fraud involved therein.

Tleventh. That Kansas should of right be ad-

mitted a8 a State under the Constitution re- |
cently formed and adopted by her people, and ac- |
the House of Representatives. |

copted h‘:'; @3
Twetfth, That while providing revenue for the
support of the General Government by duties
upon imposts, sound policy requires such an ad-
justment of these imposts as o encourage the
development of the industrial interest of the whole
country, and we commend that policy of na-
tional exchanges which secures to the working-
men liberal wagces, to agricnlture remunerating
prices, to mechanics and mannfacturers an ade-
quate reward for their skill, labor and enterprise,
and to the nation commercial prosperty
dependence. ;
hirteenth. That we protest against any sale or
alienation to others of the public lands held by
actual settlers, and against any view of the free
Homestead policy which rezards the settlers as
paupers or supplicants for public bounty, and we
demand the passace by Congress of the complete
and satisfactory Homestead measure which has
already passed the House. :

Fourteenth. That the National ltn;*];:‘uh!u'ul} party
is opposed to_any change in our Naturalization
laws, or any State legislation by w]nrl_:t tlu:-: rirhts
of citizenship hitherto accorded by mmmigrants
from foreign lands shall be abridged or impaired;
and in favor of giving a full and eflicient protec-
tion to the richts of all classes of citizens, whe-
ther native or naturalized, both at homo or
abroad.

‘freenth.  That appropriations by Congress for
River and Harbor [mprovements of a national
character, required for the accommodation and
security of an existing Commerce, are autho-
rized by the Gonstitution and justified by an obli-
ration of the Government to protect the lives and
property of its citizens. )

Strteenth. That a railroad to the Pacific Ocean
is imperatively demanded by the interests of the
whole country: that the Federal fiﬂvqrn!m:_nl
ought to render immediate and efficient aid in its
construction, and that as preliminary thereto a
daily overland mail should be promptly estab-
lished.

Seventeenth.  Finally, having thus set forth our
distinctive principles and views, we invite the co-
operation of all citizens, however (fforinz on
other guestions, who substantially agree with us
in their affirmanece and support.
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CONSTITUTIONAL UNION PLAT-
FORD,

Adopted at Baltimore, May, 1860-

Whereas, Experience has demonstrated that all
platforms adopted by political parties have the
effect to mislead and cause political divisions, by
encouragzing geographical and sectional partics;
therefore,

Resolved, That both patriotism  and duty re-

quires that they shonld recognize no policy or

prineiples but those resting on the broad founda-

and in-

r

about one year as a clerk in a store.  About
this time the Black Hawk war broke out, and

| a company was raised in New Salem, and
Second. That we solemnly re-assert the sclf-cvi-

to the ]_"rﬁsi{leuc}r. He was elected to Con-
aress in 1846, and served until 1849.  While
in Congress he voted forty-two times for the
Wilmot Proviso. From 1849 to 1854, Mr.
LixcoLN was engaged in the practice of his
profession. In 1848 he wasa candidate be-
fore the Illinois Legislature for United States
Senator, prior to which he stumped the State
for the Whigs. When the Legislature met
the Democracy was in the majority, and
General SHIgLDS, the Democratie candidate,
was elected. In 1855 he was again the can-
didate of the Whigs for United States Sena-
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JOHN

Was born near Nashville, Tennessee, Febru-
ary 18,1797, He wasthe son of a farmer in
maderace clreumstances, Who Was, noweves,
able to give him a good education at {.!unﬂmr—
land Colleze, now Nashville University,
where he graduated in 1814, e studied
law, and was admitted to the bar in 1816,
and settled at Franklin, Williamson county,
Tennessee, and was elected to the State Se-
nate in 1817. In 1826 he became a candi-
date for Congre ss against FELIX GRUNDY,
one of the popular men in the State of Len-
By successive elee-

Representatives for fourteen years. He en-
tered Congress a warm admirer of Mr. Car-

JUNI 28, 1%60.

-.“

Lixcorx was elected captain. He served
during this campaign. On his return to Ili-
nois, in 1832, he became a candidate for the
State Legislature, but wasdefeated. The next
three suceeeding biennial elections he was
elected to the Legislature by the Whig party.
During his legislative term he studied law, and
subsequently engaged practically in the pro-
tession at Springhield. For many vears he
was one of the leaders of the “'h'i;r .i}m-t\; n
IMinms. and was on the electoral ti.:-].,;(:_[- in
several Presidential campaions. He was a
disciple of HENRY Cray, and exerted him-

sclf in his behalf in 1844, by making a tour

tor before the Legislature chosen that year,
but the Democracy being in the majority,
LixcoLx was again defeated. In 1856, Mr.
LixcoLx's name headed the FrREMONT clec-
toral ticket in Illinois. In 1858, it was the
desire of the Illinois State Central Commut-
tee to have Mr, LixcoLy succeed DOUGLAS
in the United States Senate, and to effect
this he stumped the State for the Republi-
cans ; and it was during this campaign that
Mr. Lixcory made the political speeches
from which the people of the Union will at
once read his sentiments on the great ques-
tions of the day.

BELIL

HOUN, and strongly opposed to the protective

[ ] - - I
svstem, against which he made a speech intan. vy
Subsequent mvestigations and rencc- Lenire

| at Princon ; studied law at the Transylvania |

1832,
tion induced him to change his opinions on
that subject. Mr. BELL opposed the South
Carolina doctrine of nullification, and was
made Chairman of the Judiciary Committee
of the IHonse of Representatives, with spe-
cial reference to the gquestion at that time.
His refusal to vote for a resolution approving

of the removal of the deposits, was one of
the canszes which led to the subsequent breach
between himself and President JAcksoN and
the Demoeratic party, and finally to his co-
operation with the Whigs. This change of

a .
g

party relations was much accelerated by his
election to the Speakership of the House of
Representatives in 1834, as he was supported
by the Whigs. In 1835, Mr. BELL was re-

| elected to Congress, and an impulse was given

to the political character of Tennessee, which
arrayed it in opposition to the Democracy
during the four succeeding Presidential v.if-.r-
tions, 1840-"44—"48-"52. When the reception
of petitions for the abolition of slavery in the
District of Columbia was agitated in the
House of Representntives, in 1836, Mr. BELL
alone, of the Tennessee delegation, favored
their reception. Subsequently, in 1838,
when ATHERTON'S resolutions were intro-

tion of the Constitution of the country, the union

of the States, and the enforcement of the laws,
(preat applause, and six cheers); and that, as re-
presontatives of the Constitutional Union party
and of the country, they pledge themselves to
maintain, protect and defend these yrinciples
thus affording security at home and abroad, and
gecure the blessings of liberty to themselves and
posterity.
Adopted by acclamation.
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I EMOCRATIC PLAETFORDN,

Adopted by the Maryland Institute Con-
ve:l::liuu, at Baltimere, June 23d, 1860,
Qriginally adopted by the Seceders at Charfeston,
April 30th, 1860,

Resolved, That the platform adopted by the
Democratic party at Cincinnari, be aflirmed, with
the following explanatory resolutions :—

1. That the Government of a Territory or-
ganized by an act of Congress is provisional and
temporary, and duri i
the United States have an equal right 1o settle
with their property, in the Territory, ‘without
their rizhts, either of person of property, being
destroyed or injured by Congressional or Lerrito-
rial legislation. -

2. ‘I'hat it is the duty of the Federal ‘Goyern-
ment, in all its departments, (o protect the rights
of persons snd proparty in the Territorics, and
wherever clse its constitutional authority extends.

3. That when the settlers in a Territory having
an adequate population, form a Siate Consiitution,
the right of sovereiguty COMMENCCS, and being

A i ‘:\..'_ i
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duced, proposing to receive and lay th.i'sﬁ pe-
titions on the table, he maintained s con-
sisteney by voting in the negative. When
President Harrisox, in 1841, was forming
his Cabinet, Mr. BELL was invited to accept
the War Department Seeretaryship, to which

he readily assented. Mre. BELL remained m

| retirement until called by the people of his

county, in 1847, to represent them in the
State Senate, in which year, on the occur-
venee of a vacancy, he was elected to the
United States Senate, to which he was re-
clocted in 1853,  Iis term of service expired
in March, 1859, since which time he bas been

ng its existence all citizens of

living in retirement from public life.

=
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consummatcd by their admission into the Union,
they stand on an equality with the people of other
States, and a State thug organized onght to be ad-
mitted into the federal Union, whether the Con-
stitution prohibits or recognizes the institution of
slavery. :
Feesolved. That the Democratic party are in favor
of the acquizition of the Island of Cuba, on such
termg as shall be honorable to ourselves and just
to Spain, at the earlicst prac icable moment.
Rezoleed, That the enactmcent of Btate Lt'ﬁihl:@-
tures (o defeat the faithful execution of the Fogi-
tive Slave lnw are hostilein charscter, subversive
of the Constitntion, and revolutionary in their
fTect, ;
: Resolved, 'That tho Democracy of the United
Gtates recopnize it as the imperative duty of -the
government to protect the maturalized eitizen m
1l his rights, whether at home or in foreign
lands, to the same extentas its native born cliizens.
Whereas, One of the greatest neccssilics of the
age, in a political, commercial, postal and military
point of view, is a speedy connection between the
Pacific and Atlantic Coasts; therefore, be it

STEPHEN A.

Was be in the town of Brandon, in the
State of srmont, on the 25d of April, 1813,
and isn¢ in the forty-eighth vear of his
age.  Histher, whose name he bears, was a
native of tensselaer county, in New York,
where hevas a practising physician. He
died leavg two children, one of them the
subject ofiis notice, who was but two months
old at thaime. Sternexy ArxoLp Dove-
LAs, at thage of fourteen years, apprenticed
himself toarn the trade of a cabinetmaker,
at MilburiAt this trade he wrought for two
years, andetting wearied of it, he sought

He

the meansf procuring an edueation.

DOUGLAS

was admitted as a pupil in the Canandaigua
Academy, entered upon a course of classical
studies, and at the same time studied law
with an attorney of that village. In 1833 he
moved to lllinois, and for some time taught
school in the village of Winchester, in that
State. While engaged in teaching school he
still continned his lexal studies, and was ad-
mitted to the bar in 1854. In the following
year, at the age of twenty-two years, he was
appointed State Attorney, which office he re-
signed in 1836 to take hLis seat in the Legisla-
ture. He subsequently held, for a short time,
the post of Receiver of the Land Office at

Springfil, Ilinois. By this time he became
a promimt politician, and ran for Congress
in 1838,ut was beaten by five votes. He
stumpedie State for Vax Burex for the
Presider in 1840. In December, 1840, he |
was eleed Secretary of State, and in the
following ebruary was elected by the Legis-
lature andge of the Supreme Court. e
was subguently twice elected as a member
of Congss, but only served one term, when
he was ected to the United States Senate,
in 1847.In 1858 he was again clected to the
Senate, fter a most exciting contest with
Mr. Lizonxs. His engineering of the Kansas
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Nebraska Bill, and course on the doetrine of |

“ squatter sovereignty,” have made him chiefly
remarkable.

B e ——

Historical. PARALLELS— A peecrage
or Westminster Abbey,” exclaimed NELSOX,
when he came in sight of the French at
Aboukir Bay; “the scaffold and imprisonment
rather than compliance,” saith Archbishop
Hucues, when called on to obey or fork
over: “a dozen of silver spoons, or arevolver,”
is MoxTGOMERY'S choice to the assailant of

his honor.  So we go.
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JOHN . BRECKINRIDGE.

Mr. BrokiNRIDGE was born near Lexing-
ynuary 16,1821 was educated at

+2C, INCHULUCK Y, bpUliL a I v Hivivi.s T

Institut and was admitted to the bar at Lex-
ington, here he practiced his pmﬁ:-:'ﬁiun with
succes Juring the war with Mexico he served
in on@f the Kentucky regiments as Major,
made ma warm friends amongst the officers
of the my, and established an honorable
reputaticas a soldier and a gentleman. Af.
ter the w he returned to the practice of law
in Kentry, soon becoming distinguished for
learningloquence and acumen.  In 1541 he
was eled to the State Legislature, there

gaining >ute as an orator.

His style 1s com-

office farch, 1857. By y-i]":ﬁ'l.l'_"- {)1: his uﬂiw i
he is {President of the United States Se-
< apresiding officer he takes a ]tlgh |
cen elected to the United
from the 4th of

nate. s

rank. lchas justb
Stateswale for six years

‘i National Democratic party
RFMH::H::, tlllfmnﬁulwa to use every means
EI'} A 'm—Tq coeure the passagoe of 0ME I”"'.
o Htmr 1'l; of timir constitutional :1:|tlj:_-r113.- I?.‘l.
lt;i::_u.f:'p::.n' the uuur_'-tl'}u:rlyu‘- 1131‘ al :1; I‘hﬂi’tﬁ"i..llit
rond fre the Mississippi River to the
Ocean :hﬂ earliest ]I'I'I'!.i.'-l1_'!‘111.}“.'-'_1'“:.':111311 |
he. iz the Cincinnat Platform:

The f¥Wing
;ﬂﬂﬂﬂ.&'i‘[ﬂ l’l.u%.’l‘l?ﬂllﬂl',
s Doy

imcinuati 56
Cincinnati, June 6, s
.!lllﬂlﬂl at e e
Feesod, That the American ].'.'I.H'I‘Iﬂ:f‘li'litﬂ }n]}':ﬁ.ul
their‘:ﬂ:'iu the intelligence, ﬂ!“ ]1-.1‘:*1 il:fuﬁl:nc’n*p!l(:.
the disiminating justice of tlu,_mf'rut 1'FIEIIIE'Ii'I-'L'-
Resed, That we regard this :;:4 :::; I:IL Fp oo
foaturef our political eroed, whic El\" T D
to majain before the world as « ?1 00
t:lun-:;..rin a form of government Hp;l:lh :tmr-mz
and .ull.'lﬂ_ by the 'E‘lnpuhuhr will; :}_1111 -~-Ii-?m ':lnﬁér
1it. witthe erecd and practice of F‘Hﬁlm 1.-11-&9 der
whager name or form, wlmﬂ-’llu :~_u| 1 11\11-'1 B
will-e the constituent, and “1"'.1 ol :Iui- fo
imppure too monstrous for the popt .
htf: weed thercfore, That n-nllrrta_min*,: t'ru-.ul-::
vic-.l,'-- the Demorralic party of tlnis l.hm.“" "r:.l m:::;ﬁl
iht"rl.'lh'lf:"'ull.'ﬂ asgembled in gonc al L:;n 1‘Lllum’-
comie [l:_{['-tlll!]- in o gpirit tr_1 r“"[:mﬂfa;i; e
15:}:1 y the doctrines and faith .:.' ':llt:t'lil.".'n}ﬂ-:l-
e-u;:u;n-ia.-ﬂ spvernment, and appe: in i
lowe-itizens for the yeetitude of the I!‘.-Fu] 'l-L'{JiF]-L".
reney ond re-nssert before the mlnrn.. 1: 'n] l]mm'
ihe declarations of principles :ufw.-luhm fumm",
what, on former oCeasions, in genera 4 ]‘.H.}ptl:
thot have presented their candidates

t March, 1861, to take the place

TENDEN,
BRECKINRIDG
~and 18 ]m:h'-u::scd of
mulated by his own efforts.

ited power,
and the grants of poOwWer madde

\ ments, or of

pact, severe and logical, whilst his views on
public questions are marked by solidity and
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oressin opposition to Gen. Lestie CooMps, a
strong man—and the result was the election
of the Demoeratic nominee.  In 1853 he was
re-¢lected, after one of the hottest canvasses
ever known in the State.  Iis opponent was
Gen. R, P. Lercwer. During his adminis-
tration President Prerce tendered to him the
mission to Spain, but domestic affairs forbade

its acceptance. Ever ready, however, to do

battle for his party, he did not hesitate to ac- |

cept the nomination for Viee-President on the
ticket with JamMes Bucocmawxan.
elected, and entered upon the duties of his

whose term - then expires. Mr,
¥ 15 about thirty-nine years old,
a moderate fortune, accu-

strictly construed by all the dcpm"r:m_m_tr: and

unrq;-m;; of the Government, and that 1t1s II!IE:'-..I"JI...-
] ; it

dient and dangerous to eXercisc doubtful consti

tutional poOWEIS. ;

5 That the Constitution does not confer upon

the General Government the power t::: mmn;u{mn
ond corry on o general system of intermal d-

pmvmumat:-.

3. That the (Constitution docs not confer au-

thority upon the Federal Government, d1rf;-:ﬂ:1.r m{
it*:lir:-.‘::!.h,-, to assume the dchtf: of ﬂm: ch:._
Srates, contracted for local and internal 1mpr:;:r :
S her Stato purposcs, nor would such
qesumption be just or pxpedient. :
4. That justice and sound policy
A0VE ent Lo
Federal Governme )
dustry to the detriment of another,
the interests of e
try; that overy Ccitizen
country has o rizht to d-.-n_n |
of rights and privilegzes,
tection of persons .
co and foreiZzn agEressioh.

cquality
and ample pro
from domestic violen
5. That it is fhe duty brely
Government to enforee and prachise
eeonomy in cond 0
l that no more Fevenug ouyg :
required to defray the nece
Government, and gradual
of the public debt.

Lt 1o be

hr:fl%mt. ti;c: Federal Government 15 one of lim-

3. That the procet

b

e .

He was |

{can repose
| Union, amd non-interference of Coneress with
glavery in the Territorics or in the District of Co-

lﬁ“ﬂﬂ-ﬁu&,ﬂu AVELIY, A8
Dr Mr1 {:I-{].‘r‘ 1 r ‘ :
| in peace and harmony, every
I
1 republican for

|
| fairly expressed will ot t
| yesidents, and

derived solely from the Constitution, |

therein ought to be | b Tryion upon terms of P

| the other States.
| Resolved,

forbid the :
foster one branch of if- | gng gphold the Union as
or to eherish | and the Union as il gha
one portion of our common coun-
and every section of tho
and and insist nupon an
and a complote

and properiy

of every branch of the
the most rigid
S s ‘
ine our public affaiss, Bl
Sio-o 1 raiged than 18
ssary expenses of the
but certain extinction

ds of the public lands ought to

NEWSEUM

Newseum Collection

be sacredly applied to the national objects speci-
fied in the Constitution, and that we are opposed
to any law for the distribution of such proceeds
among the States, as alike inexpedient in policy,
and repungnant to the Constitution.

7. That Congreas has no power to charter a
National Bank; that we beliove such an institu-
tion one of deadly hostility to the best interests of
this country, dangerous to our republican institu-
tions and the liberties of the peopls, and calealated
to place the business of the country within the
control of a concentrated money power and above
the laws and will of the people; and the results of
the Democratic legislation in this and all other
financial measures upon which issues have been
made betwesn the two political partics of the
country, have demonstrated to candid and practi-
cal men of all parties their soundness, safiety, and
utility in all business pursuits.

8. That the separation of the moncys of the
Government from bankine institutions is indis-
pensable to the safety of the funds of the Govern-
ment and the rights of the people.

9, That we are decidediy opposed to taking
from the President the qltnliric'tliw veto power, by
which he is cnabled, under restrictions and re-
sponsibilities amply sufficient to guard the publie
interests, to suspend the passaze of a bill whose

| merits cannot secure the annraval of twacthinda

until the judgment of the people can be obtained
thereon, and which has saved the American
people from the corrupt and irrannical dominion
of the Dank of the United Btates, and from #
corrupting =ystem of general internal improve-
ments.

10. That the liberal principles embodied by
JrFFER=0X in the Declaration of Independence,
and sanctioned in the Constitution, which makes
ours the land of liberty and the asylum of the
oppressed of every nation, have ever been cardi-
nal principles in the Democratic faith; and every
attempt to to abridge the prineiples of becoming
citizens and the owners of soil among us ought to
be resisted with the same ‘apirit which swept the
alien and sedition laws from eur statute books.

And whereas, Since the foregoing declaration
was uniformly adopted by our predecessors in
National Conventions, an adverse political and
religions test has Deen secretly organized by a
yarty claiming to be exclusively Americans, and
it is proper that the American Democracy should
clearly define its relations thereto; and declare 1t8
determined opposition to all secret political so-
cioties, by whatever name they may be called.

Rezolved, That the foundation of the Union of
States having been laid in, and itz prosperity, ex-
pansion and preéminent example in free govern}
ment, built upon entire freedom of matters of re-
lizious concernment, and no respect of persons
in regard to rank, or place of birth, no party can
justly be deemed national, constitutional, or in
accordance with Ameriean principles, which basca
| its exelusive organization upon religious opinions
' and accidental hirth-place.  And hence a political
crusade in the ninteenth century, and in the United
States of America, azainst Catholies and foreign-
born is nzither justified by the past history or
| future prospects of the country, nor in unison
|: with the spirit of toleration, and enlightened free-
i
I

dom which peenliarly distingnishes the American
system of popular government.

Resolved, That we reiterate with renewed energy
| of purpose the well considerced declarations of
| former conventions upon the sectional issue of
Erlome.stin slavery, and concerning the reserved
rights of the States (—

1. That Congress has no power under the Con-
| stitution to interfere with or control the domestic
institutions of the several States, and that all such
States are the sole and }1m11f:r judges of every-
thing appertaining to their own affairs not pro-
| hibited by the Constitution; that all efforts of’ the
| Abolitionista or others made to induce Congress to
interfere with questions of slavery, or to take in-

cipient steps in relation thereto, are calenlated to
| lead to the most alarming and dangerous conse-
| quences, and that all such efforts have an inevita-
| ble tendency to diminish the happiness of the

| people, and endanger the stability and permanen-
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2. 'hat the foregoing proposition covers and
| was intended to embrace the whole subject of
slavery agitation in Congress, and therefore the
| Democratic party of the Union, standing on this
| national platform, will abide by and adhere to a
| faithful execation of the acts known as the Com-
| promise measures, settled by the Congress of 1850 :
| " the act for reclaiming fugitives from service or
{ labor ™ included; which act being designed to
| carry out an express provision on the Constitution,
. cannot, with fidelity thereto, be repealed, or so
| changed as to destroy or impair its efficiency.
(3. That the Democratic party will resist all at-

| tempts at renewing in Congress, or out of it, the
agitation of the siavery question, under whatever
| shape or color the attempt may be made.

4. That the Democratic party will faithfully
abide by and uphold the principles laid down in
| the Kentucky and Virginia resolutions of 1752
| and 1798, and in the report of Mr. MAnisoxN to
| the Virginia Legislature in 1799—that it adopts
| these principles as constituting one of the main
i foundations of its political creed, and is resolved
| to carry them ont in their obvious meaning and
| import.

And that we may more distinetly meet the

| i8sue on which a sectional party, subsisting exclu-

sively on slavery agitation, now relies to test the

i fidelity of the people North and South, to the

Constitntion and the Union.
1. Besolved, That claiming fellowship with and
desiring the cooperation of all who regard the

| preservation of the Union under the Constitution
| as the paramount issue, and repudiating all sec-
| tional parties and platforms concerning domestic
| cavery, which sce
| site to treason and armed resistance to Inw in the
| Termitories, and whose avowed purpose, if con-
| summated, must end in civil war and disunion,

to embroil the States and in-

the American Democracy recognize and adopt
the principles contained in the organic laws esta-

| blishing the Territories of Nebraska and Kansas,
| as embodying the only sound and safe solution of
| the slavery question, upon which the great na-

tional idea of the people of this whole country
in it determined conservation of the

lnmbia,

2. That this was the baziz of the compromsises
of 1850, confirmed by both the Democratic and
Whigz parties in National Conventions, ratified by

| the people in the election of 1552, and rightly ap-
| plicd to the organization of the Territories in 1854,

4. That by the uniform application of the Demo-
cratic principle to the organization of Territorics,
and the admisszion of new States with or without
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